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                 Department of Juvenile Justice Adds 2nd
                 Assistant Commissioner to Executive Team           

(DECATUR - GA)  Commissioner Avery D. Niles is pleased to announce a valued addition to the Executive Team of the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice.  As of July 1st, 2015, Keith Horton joins DJJ as an Assistant Commissioner responsible for the divisions of Support Services and Community Supervision.  Horton will work alongside Assistant Commissioner J. Mark Sexton who will remain the agency’s Chief of Staff, while continuing to oversee the Divisions of Administrative Services, Operations and Compliance, and Secure facilities.

Newly named as a DJJ Assistant Commissioner, Keith Horton brings many years of state agency management experience to his new DJJ assignment, most recently as Commissioner at the Department of Human Services (DHS).  At DHS, Mr. Horton was responsible for a $1.5-billion dollar annual budget and maintained over-watch on programs for the aging, child welfare and child support services, public assistance programs including Medicaid eligibility, the Food Stamp Program and the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program.  Mr. Horton also served at DHS as Director and Deputy Director of Child Support Services. 

Assistant Commissioner Horton holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from Albany State College and a Master’s Degree in Individual and Family Development from South Carolina State University.  He was a past Deputy Director in charge of Budget, Facilities, I-T, Human Resources, and Legislative Services at the Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency (RVRA). 
Commissioner Niles welcomes Mr. Horton to his new responsibilities for the DJJ Executive Team.  “I know as a proven leader Assistant Commissioner Horton is committed to the success of Georgia’s at-risk youth and the success of the DJJ Mission,” said Commissioner Niles. “Juvenile Justice Reform is working,” Commissioner Niles said.  “And DJJ is a great place to make your work count.” 
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