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   Georgia Preparatory Academy Schools Earn Reaccreditation 

    Department of Juvenile Justice Education Division Passes “Rigorous” Evaluation
(STATEWIDE - GA)  Commissioner Avery D. Niles is pleased to announce the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice has successfully completed the ‘AdvancED’ school system accreditation process.  Completion of the 2016 ‘AdvancED’ statewide evaluation means DJJ’s Georgia Preparatory Academy measures-up with thousands of other accredited school systems around the world that are similarly committed to increase student learning with a focus on future sustainable improvement. 
“I want to extend my congratulations to our Georgia Preparatory Academy Schools,” said Commissioner Niles.  “The accreditation process is an evaluation of our school district; however the successful completion of this evaluation process represents an agency-wide team effort.” 

‘AdvancED’ Lead Evaluator, Dr. Vicki DeMao, announced the successful evaluation results at an external review exit report for the April DJJ Board Meeting.  “DJJ earns the distinction of accreditation by AdvancED,” Dr. DeMao announced.  “This evaluation is a rigorous process.  The External Review Team congratulates you on your efforts to improve the quality of your education and your are to be commended.”

The ‘AdvancED’ accreditation institution was previously known as the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, or ‘SACS’.  A 2006 merger of ‘SACS’ and the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) resulted in the newly formed ‘AdvancED’ accreditation institution.

The independent Review Teams conducted a 4-day statewide reaccreditation process inspecting Georgia Preparatory Academy schools in DJJ’s long-term Youth Development Campuses, short-term DJJ Regional Youth Detention Centers, and DJJ Educational Transition Centers.
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As Commissioner and School Superintendent, Commissioner Niles congratulated all DJJ divisions for their teamwork. “During the site visits we witnessed all our staff working together to ensure we maintained our accreditation,” the Commissioner said.  “I am proud every division understood the importance of this process and would not settle for anything less than reaccreditation.”

‘AdvancED’ Lead Evaluator, Dr. Vicki DeMao told DJJ Board Members, “You are to be congratulated for taking risks and having people come in here from the outside to evaluate your process -- Having outside eyes to look into the DJJ Education organization.”

To get a well-rounded perspective of Georgia Preparatory Academy operations, the inspection teams conducted a total of 129 interviews including eleven School Board Members, 26 school and Central Office administrators, 22 teachers, 14 support personnel, 28 parents and community stakeholders, and 26 students.
Board Chair Elaine Snow told DJJ Education staff, “We appreciate your commitment to the youth, making certain they get the education they need.  You truly make a difference in their lives.  Excellent Job!  We’re proud of you!”

DJJ Associate School Superintendent Audrey Armistad said, “I truly understand what they do to make this work.  I also appreciate the Board coming in to be a part of this evaluation process.”  

Review Team site visits focused on ‘impact of teaching and learning’, ‘education leadership’, and ‘school system use of resources’.  What the Lead Evaluator reported finding was Georgia Preparatory Academy leadership and staff displaying, “an outstanding level of caring and support for students,” and “a high level of communication across the system.”

Board Secretary Adam Kennedy congratulated the DJJ Education Team for a successful reaccreditation effort.   “Your hard work has paid off,” said Mr. Kennedy.  “Thank you for the work you do every day – the teachers at our facilities and everyone from the Central Office Education Division.”

Commissioner Niles told Associate School Superintendent Audrey Armistad, “I just want to thank you for your willingness to pilot this ship and to make the Georgia Preparatory Academy one of the best.  There are not many agencies that choose to go through this vigorous process.”
As the agency progresses into another year of Georgia Juvenile Justice Reform, DJJ continues to employ and recruit professionally certified, highly qualified and motivated teachers to ensure the Department is operating in compliance with those reforms. It builds positive new learning experiences and provides educational platforms for all youth committed to juvenile secure confinement.

“We will continue to ensure through our work and commitment that we focus on “changing the lives of our youth through quality education,” said Commissioner Niles.
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