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Cawood Appointed Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Juvenile Justice 

(Atlanta, GA) – Commissioner Avery D. Niles is pleased to announce a valued addition to the Executive Team of the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ). Margaret Cawood was recently promoted to the position of Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Support Services. 
Commissioner Niles congratulated Cawood on her new responsibilities and as a member of the DJJ Executive Team. “Margaret is a proven leader and is committed to the success of the DJJ mission,” said Commissioner Niles.  “I know she will continue to help us serve the youth under DJJ care and the citizens of Georgia in an exemplary manner.” 
The Division of Support Services provides evidence- and best practice-based services to youth served by DJJ. The division consists of the Office of Classification and Transportation Services, Office of Behavioral Health Services, Office of Health Services and the Office of Training. Approximately one-fourth of DJJ’s 4,000 staff members work in the Support Services Division.
Cawood said, “I am proud Commissioner Niles selected me for this responsibility and I’m excited about the challenges and opportunities that accompany the position. I have enjoyed my years at DJJ tremendously, and I genuinely appreciate this opportunity to continue to support the important work that DJJ staff carries out every day.”

Mrs. Cawood began her career with the Department in 2000 as an Assistant District Director in the Northwest Georgia Region and moved up to District Director and then Regional Administrator. In 2008, the Northwest Georgia Region received a federal SAMHSA System of Care Grant to develop an integrated system of services and supports for youth with mental health needs. As DJJ District Director, she served in a leadership capacity in the successful grant application and implementation. 
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In 2014, Cawood was promoted to Assistant Deputy Commissioner. Prior to joining DJJ, she worked for Lookout Mountain Community Service Board implementing and supervising child and adolescent community-based services. Cawood earned an A. E. from Young Harris College, a B.S. degree in Criminal Justice from Georgia Southern University and a Masters in Criminology from Florida State University. She is DJJ’s Performance Based Standards State Coordinator, an active member of Georgia Interagency Directors’ Team, Georgia Juvenile Services Association, Association of Executive Women in Corrections, the American Correctional Association and the American Probation and Parole Association.

Originally from Cochran, Cawood has resided in Tunnel Hill for the past 22 years. As a member of Ringgold First Baptist Church, she previously taught the Love Sunday School Class and served in other leadership capacities. Margaret and her husband Tim have five children.

###

ABOUT DJJ 

The Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) is a multi-faceted agency that serves the needs of this state`s young offenders up to the age of 21. The Department employs more than 4,000 men and women at 26 secure facilities and 92 community services offices throughout the state to effect justice and redirect the young lives in the agency`s care.

Including those who are placed on probation, more than 50,000 youths are diverted each year to evidence-based community programs, sentenced to short-term incarceration or committed to the Department`s long-term custody by the Juvenile Courts. It is the duty of DJJ’s professional corrections staff to preserve public safety and safeguard the citizens of Georgia, as well as protect the victims of crimes so that they can rebuild their lives.

At the same time, DJJ holds juvenile offenders accountable for their delinquent conduct so that they can take responsibility for their actions through probation, supervision and secure detention. The youth are provided with medical and psychological treatment, as well as specialized education and programs designed to equip them with the social, intellectual and emotional tools needed to achieve their successful reentry and reintegration into community, workplace and neighborhood settings as more productive and law-abiding citizens.
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