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       DJJ FOCUS ON EDUCATION

Graduation Day at Georgia’s Preparatory Academy
(ATLANTA – GA) Commissioner Avery D. Niles is proud to announce the success of DJJ’s fourth consolidated high school commencement ceremony, combining senior class grads from Georgia’s secure Youth Development Campuses and Regional Detention Centers. The latest in this series of landmark DJJ education events was celebrated last week at the Atlanta Youth Development Campus in College Park. 
DJJ’s 2015 graduates were moved by security transports from seven Youth Development Campuses and two Regional Youth Detention Centers across the state for this opportunity to cross the stage together in their caps and gowns.  Some of the graduates came from as far away as the Sumter, Eastman, Milan and Macon Youth Development Campuses. Other honorees arrived from secure facilities in Augusta, Gainesville, and Columbus.

“We wanted these students to experience the genuine excitement of commencement ceremonies with a large group of classmates,” said Commissioner Avery Niles. “We want our students to know the feeling of accomplishment that goes with standing up to be recognized for their academic achievement.”

For Department of Juvenile Justice planners, the annual graduation event is a major logistical undertaking to ensure all security precautions are in place for a worry-free VIP audience experience. Parents, teachers, and local dignitaries safely sit with these young offenders to watch them receive their diplomas surrounded by a positive emphasis on education, not crime. 
“These young people formed up in a professional, orderly manner to march in our Georgia Preparatory Academy processional and they received the diplomas they earned,” said Commissioner Niles. “They proudly presented themselves as part of a real graduation ceremony and we’re just as proud of them.” 
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At every DJJ graduation ceremony Commissioner Avery Niles tells parents his goal is for every youth who leaves DJJ custody to depart a grade level or above where they ranked in school when they entered the Georgia juvenile justice system.

“A total of fifty-three high school diplomas, GED’s, and technical Certificates of Credit were awarded to fifty-one students,” said Georgia Preparatory Academy Assistant Superintendent Dr. Audrey Armistad. Two students were credited with completing both a GED and a Technical Certificate of Credit during the school year while serving out their juvenile court orders.  
Assistant Superintendent Armistad could be heard praising the students one-on-one for their success: “People here at DJJ love and support you more than you know and we are so proud of your accomplishments,” Dr. Armistad said.
The common theme among the GPA student commencement speeches was one of gratitude for this education opportunity.  “If you graded a paper, corrected grammar mistakes, or provided a math strategy, you helped one of us,” said the 2015 Student Class Charge from Macon YDC.  “If you encouraged a student or made sure we were attentive in class, you helped a student and for that we’re all extremely proud and thankful.”

“A high school diploma is a wonderful tool in this world,” said the 2015 Class Valedictorian from Muscogee YDC. “Our graduation should serve as a launching point.. Whether we land ourselves a career, take up a trade, or continue our education at college or technical school.  This graduation has already shown us how capable we all are of accomplishing our goals when we commit ourselves to them.” 

Assistant School Superintendent Armistad reminded students this graduation was a celebration of their hard work, dedication and commitment in Georgia’s 181st state school district. “You managed to take an unfortunate situation in your life and turn it to your advantage,” said Dr. Armistad.  “Look at today’s graduation as your foundation for the start of other important goals you will accomplish in life.”
Commissioner Niles told graduates how proud he was of the Class of 2015 and that now is the time for youth to make positive changes for a path of success. “Everyone has a history,” said Niles.  “But you can overcome the bad and every one of you here has the chance to start over and make the best of life.” 

Photos of DJJ’s graduation ceremonies are posted on the agency’s “News & Views” webpage at http://www.djjnewsandviews.org/2015gpaspringgraduation/
 (END RELEASE)
The Georgia Preparatory Academy has dual accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and from the Correctional Educational Association (CEA). ..The mission of the Georgia Preparatory Academy is to provide a comprehensive educational program which will facilitate the successful integration of each student into the community and workplace..
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