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First Statewide DJJ Commissioner’s Youth Council Members Meet:
            Atlanta, Augusta, Eastman, Macon, Milan, Muscogee & Sumter 

(DJJ Central Office, Decatur - GA)  Department of Juvenile Justice Commissioner Avery D. Niles is pleased to announce the success of DJJ’s new Commissioner’s Youth Council. The Commissioner kicked-off the first Youth Council session at DJJ Central Office in Decatur, Georgia today.

The Council convened an opportunity for Commissioner Niles and DJJ’s Executive Team to hear from fifteen young offenders who represent incarcerated populations at Georgia’s Youth Development Campuses (YDCs).  Juveniles in confinement at YDC’s are committed to long-term secure care and supervision. The selected youth Council members are all working toward positive personal change while being held in state care and custody. 

The Commissioner’s new Youth Council seats twelve male and three female student representatives from YDC’s in Atlanta, Augusta, Eastman, Macon, Milan, Muscogee and Sumter. It was formed by Commissioner Avery Niles to help educate DJJ’s top decision-makers about life situations youth may experience at a Development Campus and to strategize about potential improvements for YDC operations.   

“This forum was developed to provide our young Council Members with opportunities to talk with the Executive Team, exchange ideas and ask candid questions,” said Commissioner Niles. “At these Central Office meetings they can share their concerns in a formal setting while affording us an opportunity to update the youth about DJJ activities and to provide guidance for them to become leaders who can actually make a difference in each other’s lives,” the Commissioner said.

To be selected as student representatives, the youth must be fifteen years or older and meet a rigid set of qualifications, including consistent participation in the behavior management program, maintaining education goals for a GED or high school diploma, and a release date that is more than six months away.  Each candidate must display leadership skills and a positive influence on other youth. Consideration for candidacy requires the youth to write an essay detailing why they want to serve on the council. Finally they must obtain a letter of recommendation from the facility director where they are held in custody.
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“We anticipate continuing Youth Council sessions will help improve the self-confidence of these young people and help them develop more solid decision-making skills,” said Commissioner Niles.  “We want to help motivate them to participate in leadership roles. We want to encourage them to become more accountable and through their personal examples, to help make a profound difference in their facilities,” the Commissioner said.

When they return to their Youth Development Campuses, the students selected for the Youth Council will meet with other young people from each campus dorm.  DJJ Behavior Management Leadership Teams will help Youth Council members conduct Student Council meetings in their campus dorms twice a month and to collect their suggestions for the next Council. Leadership Teams and Facility Directors will develop Corrective Action Plans to address any emerging youth concerns.  The DJJ Office of the Ombudsman will review the Action Plans and help resolve any challenges.
“The goal of the Commissioner’s Youth Council is to improve communication with our youth in custody,” said Commissioner Niles. “It provides another vantage point for DJJ Leadership to better gauge where our youth are in their personal growth, development and rehabilitation.  And it will provide an innovative tool to help us meet their physical, emotional and educational needs as we continue to enhance our efforts to achieve juvenile justice reforms,” Niles said.  

The Commissioner hopes to someday see these same Youth Council members become change agents for other young people in their facilities and hopes to show offenders and their families more about DJJ's commitment to help them become productive and law-abiding citizens.

                                                             (END RELEASE) 
The Department of Juvenile Justice provides supervision, detention, and a wide range of treatment, educational and reentry services for youth referred by the Juvenile Courts. More than 50,000 youth are served each year by DJJ, including youth placed on probation, sentenced to short-term incarceration, or committed into custody by the Juvenile Courts.   

In addition to the DJJ Central Office in Decatur, there are more than 100 DJJ court offices and secure facility locations throughout Georgia. 
For more information about special programs at the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice and to see award photos from the first Commissioner’s Youth Council meeting, join us on the web at http://www.djjnewsandviews.org/ .
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