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finds

fault at
lockup

Juveniles attacked
each other and staff.

Lack of supervision
cited as a factor in
D]] special report.

ByRhonda Cook
rcook@ajc.com

Juvenile offendersina .
DeKalb County lockup at- -
tacked each other and staff .-
in a planned disturbance that"
might have been avoided if the
teenage boys had been proper-
ly supervised, according to re-
ports on the Aug. 11 incident.

This was the third signifi-

-cant disturbance at the DeKalb
County Regional Detention
Center since May 2011, when

| the juveniles did $22,000 in

damage to the facility. The in-
cident last month was not as
serious or out-of-control as
the one last October when po-
-lice were called to help lock
down about 65 rioting teenage
boys, almost all of them being
held on pending charges.

The Department of Juve-
nile Justice declined to talk
about the Aug. 11 disturbance
because an internal investi-
gation has not been complet-
ed. But the agency said in an
email that the special incident

report, which is not based on



as the previous incidents, Up-
like prior occurrences at the
DeKalb RYDC, the Augustiith
group disturbance resulted ip
minor injuries to youth and no
damage to state Droperty.”

Staff restored order without
calling outside agencies for
help, DJJ said,

According to the redacted
special incident report, three
officers were hurt and 10 teen-
age boys suffered minor inju-
ries. An officer reported a hurt
back, the most seriously in- -
Jured of the three. The most
extensive injuries to the boys
were black eyes and bloody
noses. .

The disturbance was quick,
lasting about five minutes, but
it had been planned for almost
a week, according to Teports.
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and other activities.

Rapper ordered to
pay woman $60K

In 2011, Gucci Mane,
whose real name is Rad-
ric Davis, pleaded guilty
and was sentenced to six
months in jail for push-
ing Diana Graham out of a
Hummer.

According to a police re-
port, Davis pushed Gra-
ham from his vehicle as
he drove down Brannen
Road in DeKalb County.
He picked up Graham as
she was standing outside
the South DeKalb Mall. He
asked her to eat breakfast
with him, and she agreed,
but then he told her he
wanted to take her to a ho-
tel. He offered Graham

$150, but she declined and

asked to be returned to the
mall. That’s when Gucci
Mane shoved her out of his
Hummer. Police said she
suffered minor injuries.

Graham sued the rap-
per for mental anguish,
pain and emotional dis-
tress, according to TMZ.
A Georgia judge award-
ed Graham $58,161.24 for
medical expenses, lost
wages, pain and suffer-
ing, TMZ reports.

She received a default
judgment because Gucci
Mane failed to show up in
court and submitted false
testimony, according to
TMZ. Graham can go af-
ter the rapper’s cars, bank
accounts and other assets
to settle the debt, TMZ re-
ports. ;

Another
melee at
lockup

Melee

continued from BI

The reports do not say the
cause or whether it was
gang related.

According to some of
the statements from boys
who participated or wit-
nessed the “large” distur-
bance, the instigators be-
gan recruiting almost a
week earlier. Some had
said they didn’t want to
join but they were caught
up in the fight anyway
when they were punched,
the statements said.

The boys were lining
up just before 1 p.m. to re-
turn to their unit, B4, af-
ter their daily recreation
period when one boy
punched another in the
face, starting a melee of
perhaps 11 juveniles.

One boy wrote that an-
other “looked at me and
pointed at me and said

you scared?’ I looked to
my right then I was turn-
ing my head to look to the
left, midway I got hit....

I think I got jumped be-
cause it felt like 6 feet on
me at one time.”

Some of the teenagers
also turned on staff.

“] entered the multi-
purpose room and wit-
nessed youth ... engaged
with 2 staff trying to as-
sault them,” Lt. Larry
Guthrie wrote.

“Several verbal direc-
tives were given to all
youths but they did not
comply,” officer Leslie
Williams wrote. “All staff
were involved in restrain-
ing and escorting them to
the Bl and B4 units.”

One supervisor wrote
that “staff responded

quickly and assisted well”
but there may have been
“improper supervision of
youth,” which was not ex-
plained.

Commissioner Gale
Buckner, who took the
position last November,
has said there would be
serious consequences for
the teenagers in DJJ’s cus-
tody who instigate or join
in any disturbances.

The offenders held in
the short- and long-term
D]J]J facilities are young,
impulsive and violent. Ac-
cording to the agency, 90
percent of them are “des-
ignated felons” accused
of serious crimes that re-
sulted in significant prop-
erty damage or caused
their victims serious
physical harm.

According to some of the
statements from boys who
participated or witnessed
the “large” disturbance, the
instigators began recruiting
almost a week earlier.



